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Assessment Centres; 
adding value in a rapidly changing world

• How is technology impacting Assessment Centres?

• How does the accelerating pace of change affect Assessment Centres?

• How can Assessment Centres truly add value to the organisation?

The conference will have a highly practical flavour with keynote speakers and breakout sessions providing a clear indication of how these 
questions are being tackled in a variety of different circumstances across different organisations;

The 2nd 
UK Assessment 
Centre Conference



This year the conference will be preceded by two parallel workshops for any delegates who might wish to attend either of these events 
prior to the commencement of the conference. 

The Schedule

Workshop Schedule
Tuesday 25th November

08.30 Registration and tea/coffee

09.00 Workshop 1 or 2 content

10.30 Tea/Coffee break

10.45 Workshop 1 or 2 continued

12.30 Close and lunch

Workshop 1: ‘An Introduction to Assessment Centres’ 
For those with only a limited appreciation of Assessment Centres and who wish to be better placed to understand some of the issues likely to be dis-
cussed during the conference.

Workshop 2: ‘Proving the value of your Assessment Centre to the Board’ 
For those who are planning to run an AC, or who are being asked to justify the continued running of an existing AC and are seeking some guidance as to 
how best to make the business case.



Conference Schedule

Tuesday 25th November
Wednesday 26th November

13.30     Conference registration opens

14.00     Welcome and opening address by Conference Chair

14.30     Keynote 1: Colonel Tim Sandiford, OBE          
“‘It doesn’t seem to have changed much’ - How the Army Officer 
Selection Board has kept pace with the challenge of the ever more 
complex operating environments.”

15.30     Tea break

16.00     Breakout session 1

17.15     Plenary summary

17.30     Close  

18.30     Drinks reception 

19:30      Dinner

08.30     Registration opens

09.00     Welcome and opening address by Conference Chair

09.20     Keynote 2: Liam Forde 
 “Changing the game to meet the demands of a rapidly 
 changing world” 

10.20     Coffee break

10.45     Breakout session 2

11:55   Conference Update: Helen Baron 
 “Quality Standards for Assessment Centres”

12.45     Lunch

14.00     Keynote 3: Filip Lievens
 “Stirring things up in Assessment: Towards hybrid 
 Assessment Centres”

15.00     Tea break

15.30     Breakout session 3

16.30     Summary & close

The Schedule



Breakout Sessions

Technology Theme

Breakout session 1
Tuesday 25th November 
16.00-17.05

Breakout session 2
Wednesday 26th November
10.45-11.50

Breakout session 3
Wednesday 26th November
15.30-16.35

How virtual simulation brings 
leadership assessment and 
development ever closer to reality

Janice Caplan and Carolyn Ponder,
Scala Associates

Technology-Enabled Assessment
Centres – a Framework for 
Evolving Practice

Andrew Geake, Dunstan Arthur and 
Katherine Maynard, CEB SHL Talent 
Measurement Solutions

Drivers for utilising technology 
at assessment centres

Paul Smith, Penna

How assessment centre 
methodology can add significant 
value to identifying and developing 
leaders in a VUCA world

Lucy Buck, a&dc 
Kim Bolton, Hasbro

35 years of evolution in
designing and delivering ACs

Steve Whiddett, WHE UK Ltd

Value = Benefits / Costs

John Milsom, Wickland Westcott

Adding Value when Rapid 
Assessment Centres are 
Requested

Max Choi, Quest Partnership Ltd

Assessing for Outcomes not Inputs

Hannah Hemmingham and Marija 
Potter, IBM

Centres of Opportunity: Supporting 
Black and Minority Ethnic (BAME) 
Graduate Employability through 
Assessment Centre Rehearsals 

Elaine Yerby, University of East London 
Duncan Jackson, Birkbeck, University 
of London

Changing World Theme Adding Value Theme



Keynote Speakers

Colonel Tim Sandford, OBE

Colonel Tim Sandiford OBE is the current President of the Army Officer Selection Board 
(AOSB), formerly the renowned War Office Selection Board (WOSB), which was one of 
the very first organisations to start using Assessment Centres during World War 2. He 
attended the Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst in 1984 and was commissioned into 
the 1st Battalion of The Staffordshire Regiment in 1985. He has served in UK, Germany, 
Northern Ireland, Kenya, Zimbabwe, Canada and in Iraq on Op GRANBY and Op TELIC. 
He commanded 1 STAFFORDS during their final tour in Iraq in 2006/7 after which he 
was awarded the OBE.  His other service has generally been in the training delivery field 
where he has been responsible for improving individual and collective performance. 

Professor Filip Lievens, PhD

Filip Lievens is currently Professor at the Department of Personnel Management and 
Work and Organizational Psychology at Ghent University, Belgium. He is a world 
renowned authority in the field of selection and assessment. He has published over 150 
articles in the areas of high-stakes testing, assessment centres, situational judgment 
tests, and organizational attractiveness. A number of his publications have won 
prestigious international awards. He has given presentations, workshops, and invited 
keynote presentations across all continents (Europe, USA, Asia, Africa, and Australia). 
He has consulted for private, public, and military organizations and has served as a 
“meta-consultant” on HR-related topics for national and international consultancy firms.

Liam Forde is the Founder and CEO of an international organisation called The Zone. 
He was born in New Zealand and operated as a serial entrepreneur for 20 years, during 
which time he successfully led five businesses. In 1999 he founded The Zone, whose 
aim is to create ‘game changing’ cultures in organisations worldwide. Their philosophy 
is that Leaders need to engage their people to unlock the potential within their 
organisation in order to deliver sustainable business success. He works with leaders 
as a coach, mentor, facilitator and trainer, encouraging people to create high levels of 
self-awareness, alignment, collaboration, integrity, and responsibility. His ongoing 
mission has been to contribute to a future where people work together to create better 
workplaces, better communities and a better world for us all.

Liam Forde

We are delighted to announce the following keynote speakers:

Interested in attending? 
Please confirm your attendance and choice of package to 
Rachel.Chandler@adc.uk.com by no later than 17th November 
2014.



Venue Information
25th & 26th November 2014

Wokefield Park
Mortimer, Reading, Berkshire, RG7 3AH

Tel: +44 (0) 871 222 4828 
www.deverevenues.co.uk

Wokefield Park blends the charm of a traditional mansion house hotel with the amenities of a modern executive centre to offer a fabulous choice of 
accommodation and superb leisure facilities, including a US PGA-standard 7,000-yard championship golf course. 

Located in Reading, Berkshire, the venue is just off junction 11 of the M4 and has excellent train links to London. 



Conference Packages
Conference Only Workshop and Conference Workshop Only

Full Conference Package 
including:
• Tuesday 25th  drinks reception and 

dinner
• Bed and breakfast
• Conference attendance on the 25th 

and 26th

Full Workshop and Conference 
Package including;
• Workshop 1 or 2 on 25th am
• Tuesday 25th lunch
• Tuesday 25th drinks reception and 

dinner
• Bed and breakfast
• Conference attendance on the 25th 

and 26th

Workshop package includes;
• Workshop 1 or 2 on 25th am
• Pre-event survey questionnaire to 

allow the workshops to be tai-
lored to delegate needs

• Full joining instructions
• Workshop materials
• Tea/coffee and lunch

£315 £375 £80

Early Bird Discount  

*To receive the Early bird discount, delegates must book their place no later than 19th September 2014

Delegates who only wish to attend Wednesday 26th of the Conference, the package is £135

Delegates who plan to commute daily and don’t require accommodation, packages are; £215 for Conference only and £275 for Workshop and Conference

£275* £335* £40 
for students



UK Assessment Centre Conference
25th and 26th November 2014

Registration Form
Please complete one form per person.

Please email back your completed form to Rachel.Chandler@adc.uk.com by no later than 17th November 2014.

   Full Name: 

  Job Title/Position:

  Company/Organisation:

  Address:

  Post Code:                                                                                                                                                  Telephone No:

  Email:                                                                                                                                                        Fax No:

  Package Options:                                                                                                                          Dates:                                              Cost per person                                              Please tick

                                                                                                                                                                                                                 (Early bird*/ Standard)                                   chosen package

  Full conference package                                                                                                              25th & 26th                                          £275*/£315

  Full conference package - without accommodation                                                              25th & 26th                                          £175*/£215

  Conference and workshop combined - with accommodation                                            25th & 26th                                           £335*/£375

  Conference and workshop combined - without accommodation                                      25th & 26th                                           £235*/£275

  One day Conference attendance                                                                                                26th                                                     £95*/£135

  Workshop only                                                                                                                               25th                                             £40 for students/£80 

  Special Requirements (Dietary or Special Needs) 

   ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
*Early Bird rates only apply to bookings made before 19th September.
Please note that all costs are exclusive of VAT. 
Please contact Rachel Chandler on 01483 752900 for payment via Visa or Mastercard. Unfortunately we do not accept American Express. 
For any other payment methods, please contact Rachel.Chandler@adc.uk.com


